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Girl Scout Bridging Guide

What Bridging is All About

Bridging is an activity held to let girls be recognized and welcomed into another level of Girl
Scouting. A bridge crosses a gap and makes it easy to get from one side to another. So it is
in Girl Scouting. Through bridging, girls who move from one membership grade level to
another have something to help ease the jump. There are a number of differences between
the six levels of Girl Scouting. Bridging is designed to emphasize the continuity in the Girl
Scout program, to introduce girls within each grade level to what lies ahead, and to give oider
girls a sense of personal responsibility for younger girls. Bridging from Brownies to Juniors is
also referred to as “Flying Up.” Bridging Ceremonies typically take place toward the end of
the school year and are easily combined with a Court of Awards Ceremony.

All About Bridges

A bridge can be constructed out of just about anything; the point is for it to be a symbolic
crossing from one level to the next. The following are some ideas for you to use or adapt:

) 00 A rustic bridge out of doors.

//*\\ O An arch of colored paper, balicons,...

ﬂ:‘[? 0O Stepping stones cut out of cardboard.

O A card table turned upside down and crepe paper strung between the legs.

[T Anything else the girls can think up!

Typical Bridging Foymation

Level
Eridge Girls are
Biidging Frum




These insignia are traditionally presented

to girls as they bridge:
Age Level Automatically Given Earned
B Membership Star with blue disc
Daisy :Ending Certificate iBridge to Brownies Award
‘Brownie Girl Scout Pin f
iMembership Star with green disc |
Brownie  Brownie Girl Scout Wings Bridge to Juniors Award
N iGirl Scout Pin
Junior iMembership Star with yellow disc Bridge to Cadettes Award
Cadette Membership Star with white disc _Bridge to Seniors Award
Senior ‘Membership Star with red disc Bridée to Ambassador Award
. Ambassador jMembership Star with navy disc ‘Brid:gﬁ to AdutAward |

These insignia are moved from their current program level to the new.
All others stay on their current uniform.

FROM

; TO

INSIGNIA

Daisy tunic or vest

Brownie sash or vest

World Association Pin
Membership Stars

Brownie vest or sash

Junior sash or vest

World Association Pin
Membership Stars

Junior vest or sash

Cadette vest or sash

World Association Pin

Membership Stars

Brownie Wings

Girl Scout Pin i
Bronze Award until Silver Award is earned
(Bronze Award is then moved to right S!de
of vest or sash)

Cadette vest or sash

Senior vest or sash

The vest/sash is the same so you add to |
it; nothing is removed
The Silver Award is moved to the right
side of vest or sash when

Gold Award is earned

Senior vest or sash

§Ambassador vest or sash

The vest/sash is the same so you add to
it; nothing is removed

The Silver Award is moved to the right
side of vest or sash when

Gold Award is earned.

i
L]

: Ambassador vest or sash.

Adult Uniform

i

World Association Pin
Girl Scout Pin
Goid Award Pin
Bridge to Adult Pin




BRIDGING TROOP MENTORING TROOP

SERVICE UNIT

PROGRAM
GRADE LEVEL

TROOP NUMBER

LEADER NAME

LEADER PHONE

#

LEADER EMAIL
ADDRESS

NUMBER OF
GIRLS BRIDGING

TROOP MEETING
DAY/TIME

LOCATION

@ o Np

5.

Troop with bridging girls should complete “Bridging Troop” column.

If mentoring troop is known, they should complete the “Mentoring Troop” column and
turn in to Service Unit Manager.

I mentoring troop is unknown, tum form in to Service Unit Manager, who will assign a
mentoring troop.

The Service Unit Manager will give each troop and the Membership Executive a copy
of the completed form.

Each troop with bridging girls will receive a bridging packet.

Bridging Troop Responsibilities:

Obtain new level handbook to discover new level information
Help girls decide what activities to do

Make sure activities happen

Give girls guidance in planning ceremony

Mentoring Troop Responsibilities:

e & o @

Be willing and helpful in guiding the bridging troop

Help girls plan activities that will be enjoyable for both froops
Make sure activities happen

Give bridging troop ceremony ideas

Participate in ceremony




Brownie Fly-Up Ceremony

PROPS: a "nest"; "wings" for each bridging Girl Scout; bridge; balloons and awards.

NEST: Paint a big nest on a tree branch on one long side of a cardboard refrigerator box. Make it big enough to cover
the entire cardboard piece. Brace the "nest" on the ends so it will stand up (a triangle of 2x4's works great).

WINGS: Have each girl in the Troop create her own "wings" by choosing what kind of bird she would like to be.
Wings are worn across the back of each girl, covering the back of their arms, and extending about 6" beyond their
fingertips. To wear the wings, the girls put their atms through the loops of tape or straps that are attached to the

underside of the wings.
-Cut a basic wing outline out of heavy paper. Wings should be about 4 to 6 feet long. (We made our wings about

56"x14™)

-Each girl paints both sides of her own wings like real birds wings or design their own.

-After paint is dry, cover underside of the wings with clear contact paper. This adds strength to the wings and keeps
paint from rubbing off on clothing (this side will be on the girls' back.)

-Make handle/loops- two pieces of heavy duty tape, one 15" and one 9". Center shorter piece on longer tape sticky
side together. Attach loops on the underside (contact paper side) of each set of wings, at about where the mid-upper
arm

and wrist will be. At the ceremony, girls can re-tape loops over their arms.

-At ceremony, tape top of "wings" to the center back of girls' G.S. vests to hold up wings.

CEREMONY:

all girls duck down behind the "nest” and one-by-one pop-up, say their

letter lines, and pop down again.

(Each girl in our Troop wrote their own - your girls may want to write their own)

J- is for jumpy, happy kids who play with friends.

U- is for united- that our Troop stays together to play games and have fun.

N- is for nature that we share and care for

I- is for important interests that make us more alike than different.

O- is for overnights that are exciting and super-cali-fragil-istic-exbe-ali-docious!
R- is for respect for myself and others, and the world around me.

S- is for songs we enjoy and love to sing.

ALL GIRLS STAND TOGETHER AND SAY:
"Together we make JUNIORS! We're ready to cross the bridge to more exciting adventures!"

GIRLS FORM A BROWNIE RING BEHIND THE NEST
LEADER READS:

Three years have passed since you first stood
By the magic pool and learned you could

Do lots of things in a Gir] Scout was

And truly live by the words you say.

Five Girl Scout Worlds have become yours
Well-Being, People, Qut-of Doors

'The worlds of Today, Tomorrow, and the Arts
Have broadened your sights and brought new starts.



In commitment to promises and showing your respect
Satisfaction from working together is what you expect.
So Brownie Girl Scouts fly on and find

That Junior Girl Scouts are true and kind.

Now we give you Brownie wings,

That you may fly to bigger things!

ALL BRIDGING GIRLS AND LEADERS SAY TOGETHER:
"Now it's time to say goodbye. Break the ring and out you fly."

-First girl is GENTLY pushed out of the "nest" by the second girl, then goes across the bridge and is met by one of
her Leaders and a Junior Girl Scout who help her take off her wings and Brownie G.S. vest, and put on her Junior

G.S. vest.
-Leader hands her a balloon with her badges attached or inside and gives her the Girl Scout handshake.
-Each girl does the same. The last girl in the nest can be pushed out by the narrating leader OR she can "trip" out of

the nest herself (the girl had a lot of fun doing her "trip" at our ceremony).
NEW JUNIOR GIRL SCOUTS STAND TOGETHER IN FRON OF THE STAGE.

LEADER CLOSES CEREMONY BY SAYING:
"Please congratulate and welcome our new Junior Girl Scout Troop



Multi-Level Bridging Ceremony

5 Stepping Stones (Arts, Out of Doors, People, Today and Tomorrow, Well Being)
As the Daisies step over the stepping stones, the Leader says:

"Stepping stones are for you Daisies,
Cross them while you sing.

Your Daisy days are over now,
Come and join our Brownie ring."

Girls now join the Brownie ring, where they repeat the Promise and are pinned by a sister scout or the leader.

"When you was a very young girl

You wore Daisy Girl Scout Blue,

You learned the joy of singing

With Daisy friends so true.

But now that you am older

You will be trying something new,
You will bring along your happy smile
To Brownies we are welcoming you."

The Brownies are in the Brownie Circle and the Bridging Brownies are in the middle.

"Now is the time to say good-bye.
Break the ring and away you'll fly. "

Brownies then cross over the Bridge to Juniors, they repeat the Promise and are pinned by a sister scout or the leader.

"When you were a young girl

You learned through "trying" many things
Now you are ready for new adventures
As Juniors, your ideas can take wings.

Juniors cross over the Bridge to Cadettes, they repeat the Promise and are pinned by a sister scout or the leader.

"When you were a young girl

You learned a lot of things

By singing, badge work, and helping others

You learned what happiness you can bring

Now you come to Cadettes ready to take a greater part
In Girl Scouting and your community,

And Cadettes is just the start."




A Teader reads to all:

"When I hear of a young girl
Who hasn't been a Girl Scout

I think of all the wonders

That she has never seen.

We've watched you girls grow
And marveled at the sight,

Your caring, talents and abilities
And using them just right."

THE GIRL SCOUT PROMISE

On my honor, I will try:

To serve God and my country,

To help people at all times,

And to live by the Girl Scout Law

Closing Ceremony: Retire the flags by the Color Guard.

We would like everyone to join us in a big Friendship Circle and sing "Taps" with us.



Multi_Lovel Arch Bridging Ceremony

Daisies and sister Brownie troop should stand and proceed to the designated area for the Arching Ceremony. (The
arch can be formed by: Leaders or Brownies raising arms to make arch; holding 2 branches to make arch; make a

floral arch, balloon ete.)
SPEAKER:

When I was a very young girl.
I learned the joy of singing
But now that I am older

I'll take along my happy smile
I wore Daisy Blue.

With Daisy friends so true.
I'll wear a hat of brown,

To Brownies T am bound.

Daisies cross through the Arch as leader says:

"Through the Arch to a wondrous thing
A Daisy joins the Brownie Ring."

Fly-up Brownies and sister Junior troop assemble.

SPEAKER:

When I was a young girl

I wore a dress of brown

I learned the B's of Brownies

And friendship all around.

Now the dress I'll wear will be of Girl Scout green,
Old friends join hands with new

As a Junior I'!l be seen.

Brownies now cross the Bridge to Junior troop. Bridging Juniors and Cadette sister troop assemble.
SPEAKER:

When I was a young girl

I wore a dress of green,

I learned through helping others
What happiness can mean.

Now I'll follow in proud footsteps,
Where other Scouts have been
Exciting Cadette adventures...
Where I'm ready to begin.

Juniors now cross the Bridge to Cadettes. Bridging Cadettes and Senior troop assemble.



SPEAKER:

When I was a young girl

I wore a dress of green,

To Seniors [ am going

By learning the world around me
Through service to others

A new world I have seen.

I know I'll achieve my goal,

I'll discover my own role.

SPEAKER:

When I see young girls...

Who haven't worn our dress of green
I think of all the wonders. .

That they have never seen

We've watched our girls grow.

And marveled at what we've seen
And now that we are older

We still love our dress of green.



Sentor to Adult Girl Scout Bridging

Leader: In the Girl Scout Program we have goals for the ways in which we hope each girl will grow through her Girl
Scout experience. We hope that she will:

4 girls each say one:

1. Have a deepening awareness of herself as a unique person.

2. Learn to get along with others with increasing skill, maturity, and satisfaction.

3. Develop values that give meaning and direction to her life.

4. Contribute to the betterment of her community through the use of her own talents and in cooperation with others.

Poem for 1--3 girls:

We are the present... and the future too.

We turned our eyes to you to point the way.
We leamed to walk, ourselves, against the day
When you no longer lead us by the hand.

You taught us the meaning we need

For, soon, there will be those

Whom we must lead

In ways which you have shown.

And, having taught us,

Show us that you are not afraid for us to walk alone.
You taught us to reach for the stars.

To gather to ourselves the dreams

That beckoned once to you.

You taught us those things that we must know
To make your dream, our dream come true!

(by Joan McEniry)
Leader:

You've been Senior Girl Scouts and how you've matured.
You've learned, grown, and shared

And shown how much you truly care.

We will miss you, our sister Girl Scouts,

And hope you continue as Adult Girl Scouts.




Senior to Adult Bridging Ceremony

All: As members of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America, united by the belief in God and acceptance of the
Girl Scout Promise and Law we have dedicated ourselves to the highest ideals of character, conduct, patriotism, and

service.

1. Thank you for providing us the imagination to see the world.

2. Thank you for giving us vision of what we may become.

3. Thank you for instilling us with patience, wisdom, and goodness.

4, Thank you for touching our lives with color and beauty, with creativity, friendship and the love of people.
5. Thank you for helping us to be generous and kind.

6. Thank you for giving us faith and hope for the future.
7. Thank you for showing us the deep joy which comes from unselfish service to those who are less fortunate so that

the world is better for our having lived upon it.
8. Thank you for nurturing us as children and challenging us as young adults.

Leader: As we return to our homes, grant us the wisdom and strength to take up our part in Girl Scouting and the life
of our communities with sincere love and commitment.

Bridge to Adult Scouting

Leader:

Today as you prepare yourself for the future, remember also to think not only of the young adult you are today, but of
the woman you will become. The Girl Scout Promise and Law will help you take action when you are faced with a
decision and will help you develop the personal values that will give meaning and direction to your life.

Call each girl by name who earned the Bridge to Adult Girl Scouting and present her with her bridge.

Have girls rededicate themselves to the service of Girl Scouting.

(Include Promise and Law-candles are also very effective at this point.)

Leader:

There are many different adult positions in Girl Scouting that makes Girl Scouts possible. MOst important is the Girl
Scout leader who helps in planning, shares expertise, and finds other resource people who can also help with various

parts of the Girl Scout program. As you embark on this adventure, we wish you well.

Closing: Friendship circle of adults and girls. Sing Girl Scouts Together, On My Honor or whatever song that you all
deem appropriate.



Bridging & Court of Awards

1 just have to share with my "1000+ friends" about our last meeting last night. It was our Court of Awards, and 1 used
green poster board, cut out the shape of a trefoil (yes, even the craft-impaired can do that with not too much effort)
and printed the GS law on it. I then took green crepe paper, stapled all the patches and badges my brownies had
earned, and instead of trying to post the trefoil and have the crepe paper stream down from behind, I put the trefoil in
the center of a round table, with the crepe paper coming out like sun rays, with the patches/try-its on it (also had the
name of the girl written on the back, which was a life saver since not everyone got the same thing and my girls tend to
lay things down and forget to pick them up!). My bridging brownies also did the following poem, and had paper dolls
they made to look like jr girl scouts, and they unfolded them as each verse was read.

Take my hand in friendship

I give to you this day
Remember all the good times
We had along the way

Take my hand in thanking
Our leader and our guide
With sincere appreciation
For standing by our side

Take my hand in helping
Other people that we know
The more we give to others
The more that we will grow

Take my hand in eagerness
To be an older scout

We're proud to be bridging
Is what we're going to shout

Take my hand in learning
To camp on nature's ground
Enjoying trails and campfires

With new friends that we have found

So take my hand to follow

New scouting paths in sight
We'll join hands with each other
And in friendship we'll unite

Take my hand in giving

Our knowledge of true scouts
To girls we meet and talk to
Who have so many doubts

(In unison):

We give our hands in promise
T'o hold our country dear

And abide by the Girl Scout Law
Fach day throughout the year




BRIDGING TO ADULT CEREMONY SILVER KEY

DY; Debbic B

Leader: Today as you prepare yourself for the fiture, remember also to think not only of the young adult you
are today, but of the woman you will become. The Girl Scout Promise and Law will help you take
action when you are faced with a decision and will help you develop the personal values that will give
meaning and direction to your life.

Girl(s): Our tribute to you

We are the present...and the future too.
We turned our eyes to you to point the way.
We learned to walk, ourselves, against the day
when you no longer lead us by the hand.
You taught us the meaning we need-
for soon, there will be those
whom we must lead
in ways which you have shown.
And, having taught us,
showed us that you are not afraid for us to walk alone.
You taught us to reach for the stars,
to gather to ourselves the dreams
that beckoned once to you.
You taught us those things that we must know
to make your dream, our dream come true!

Girl(s): To our leaders, our troop, eur service unit and to all who have helped us.

’0

Thank you for providing us the imagination to see the world.

Thank you for giving us vision of what we may become.

Thank you for instilling us with patience, wisdom and goodness.

Thank you for touching our lives with color and beauty, with creativity, friendship and the

love of people.

% Thank you for helping us be generous and kind.

** Thank you for showing us the deep joy which comes from unselfish service to those who are
less fortunate so that the world is better for our having lived upon it.

¢ Thank you for nurturing us as children and challenging us as young adults.

.0
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Leader: (Girl’s name) -please step forward.
I challenge you to serve your younger sister Girl Scouts, your community, and your country as we
have served you. If you accept this challenge please light your candle in respect, that your wil live
your challenge to the fullest. Amber, do you accept this challenge?

Girl(s): I accept this challenge. (lights candle and steps aside)

Leader: (Girl’s name) -please step forward.




Girl(s):

Leader;

Leader:

I challenge you to serve your vounger sister (virl Scouts. your community. and your country as we
have setved you. If you accept this challenge please light your candle in respect, that your will live
your challenge to the fullest. Amber, do you accept this challenge?

I accept this challenge. (lights candle and steps aside)

We present to each of you a silver key, which will serve as a reminder to unlock the door of
opportunity as an adult member of Girl Scouts. Wear it as symbol that you are passing through the
doorway to new experiences where you will gain an understanding of your own self worth and

individuality.

You’ve been Senior Girl Scouts and how you’ve matured.
You’ve learned, grown, and shared

and shown how much you truly care.

We will miss you, our sister Girl Scouts,

and hope you continue as Adult Girl Scouts.




S STEPPING STONES BRIDGING
Iviulu level biiQging

5 Stepping Stones (Arts, Out of Doors, People, Today and Tomorrow, Well Being)

As the Daisies step over the stepping stones, the Leader says:

Stepping stones are for you Daisies,
Cross them while you sing.

Your Daisy days are over now,
Come and join our Brownie ring.

Girls now join the Brownie ring, where they repeat the Promise and are pinned by a sister scout or the leader.

s & & & &+ & & @

When you were a very young girl

You wore Daisy Girl Scout Blue,

You learned the joy of singing

With Daisy friends so true.

But now that you am older

You will be trying something new,
You will bring along your happy smile
To Brownies we are welcoming you.

The Brownies are in the Brownie Circle and the Bridging Brownies are in the middle.

Now is the time to say good-bye.
Break the ring and away you'll fly.

Brownies then cross over the Bridge to Juniors, they repeat the Promise and are pinned by a sister scout or the leader.

When you were a young girl

You learned through "trying" many things

Now you are ready for new adventures

As Juniors, your ideas can take wings.

Juniors cross over the Bridge to Cadettes, they repeat the Promise and are pinned by a sister scout or the
leader.

When you were a young girl You learned a lot of things
By singing, badge work, and helping others

You learned what happiness you can bring

Now you come to Cadettes ready to take a greater part
In Girl Scouting and your community,

And Cadettes is just the start.

A Leader reads to all:

When I hear of young girls Who haven't been a Girl Scout

I think of all the wonders That she has never seen.
We've watched you girls grow And marveled at the sight,
Your caring, talents and abilities and using them just right.

epeat the Girl Scout Promise. Close by the Color Guard retiring the flags




